
“All for Him”

When I think of some successful athletes, I think, “What dedication and
discipline!”  Depending on the sport, they restrict their diet, lift weights, and
immerse themselves in studying how to improve.  They train in all sorts of
weather and at times of the day when most people are asleep.  They often say,
“No, thank you” when peers invite them to an outing that conflicts with their
commitment.  Successful athletes usually are extremely focused and work hard;
they seem to live for their sport.

In view of the commitment of these athletes, I sometimes ask, “ What length
am I willing to go in my dedication to Christ?”  We read in Colossians 1:16 that
all things were created for Christ.  This means that my life -and yours- was
designed to be for Christ’s purposes and glory.  Yet, when we look at ourselves,
we often see that we’re missing the mark.  Why?

God created us with the freedom of choice.  We can choose to live for Him
or to live for ourselves, to do what He wants or to do what we want. 
Unfortunately, we often use this precious gift of freedom for ourselves. 
Another reason we miss the mark is that the power of sin is strong and chips
away at our dedication.  We get distracted from our purpose and go in another
direction.

How can we become fully devoted to Christ?  We need to use our freedom
of choice for Him and not for personal gain.  This is what Jesus spoke of when
He said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow Me” (Matt. 16:24) We also need to overcome the power of
sin by entrusting our lives into Jesus’ care.  He defeated the power of sin that
keeps us from fully giving ourselves to Him.  It is only through His power that
we will be able to overcome its grip in our lives.

The dedication of some successful athletes inspires me.  When I think of
their commitment, I want to be dedicated, too–but not to a sport.  The rewards
of their dedication will soon pass away (unless they are doing it for Christ).  I
want to be dedicated to something that will give an unfading reward that will be
fulfilling long after this life is over.  What about you?  Does something within
you call out for this kind of prize?

If yes, we must see that it will come only from being fully dedicated to
Christ.  It is not an easy path to travel, but one that is well worth it in the end. 
We can walk it by entrusting our lives into Christ’s care and by making choices
that please Him.  Will you walk this way today?

Pastor Jay
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Upcoming Events
Mar. 3 Deacons 7pm
Mar. 4 Trustees & Bd CE 6pm
Mar. 5 Executive Council 7pm
Mar. 10 Leadership 6pm
Mar. 11 Leadership 7pm
Mar. 12 Business Meeting 7pm
Mar. 29 5th Sunday Fellowship

Wed.  Men’s Prayer Grp@ 6:30pm
Thurs.  Bible Study 6pm
             Choir 7pm
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VBS is coming!!!

June 29-July 3, 2009

See Ashley Stiers to volunteer!!!
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Areas for Service
March 2009

 Deacon:   
      1 Larry Lloyd
      8 Scott Morgan
    15 Tom Montgomery
    22 Scott Williamson
    29 Bill Clark
 Greeters:
      1 Margaret Hornady, Bertha Guffin
      8 Larry & Martha Lloyd
    15 Mike & Nancy DeSmidt
    22 Tom & Linda Howard
    29 Dale & Jane Albertson
 Nursery:

1 MW Mary Abrams & Kiara Thorp
SS   Linda Howard

      8 MW Vanessa Ketchum
                    Randy Klinger
    SS   Sarah Noll
    15 MW Windy Mosburg, Hope Klinger
            SS    Lisa Klinger
    22   MW Amy Legere, Christine Noll
        SS   Caroline Smith
    29   MW Sharon Evans
Ushers:

1 Keith Becker
Kyle Collyer

      Rick Cumberworth
Jordan Manning

      8 Jim Abrams
    Bill & Randy Collyer

Scott Morgan
     15 Tom Montgomery

Rick & Trey Cameron
Jim Carney

     22 Link Fraley
Butch Bowling
Wyverine Copley

             Bill Smith
    29     Jerry Creager
            Terry, Zachary, & Tyler Stiers
Audio-Visual:
     1   Bill Collyer, Jim Carney
     8   Terry & Ashley Stiers
    15   Cale Worley, Jerry Creager
    22   Bill Collyer, Link Fraley
    29   Cale Worley, Ashley Stiers
Van Drivers:
       1 Rick Cumberworth
       8 Frank Pezdek
     15 Link Fraley
     22 Butch Bowling
     29    Tom Montgomery
Candle Lighter:  Allie Smith
Deaconesses:    Jana Spurlin
                          Nancy DeSmidt
Junior Church: Linda Howard
                          

Bea McKay Flatrock River Lodge
Marie Jeffries

Bob Whitacre Miller’s Merry Manor #14E
Dorothy Belle Smith
Babs Southerland

Freda Smith 281 S County Rd. 200 E State Rd 44
Connersville, IN 47331

Florence Becht 1290 Boxwood Ct, Columbus, IN 47201 

 Ruth Snyder 432 N Sexton, Rushville, IN 46173

Marjorie VanWert 500 W 16th St., Apt. 218B

Edythe Fraley Covington Manor Nursing Center
5700 Wilkie Drive, Ft Wayne, IN 46804

Our Homebound or Hospitalized
Members

Birthdays of Our
Church Family  

 5th Tom Hamon 20th Hazel Stiers            
 8th Brenda Phares        Randy Klinger           
      Wyverine Copley 24th Bob Whitacre
11th Patricia Walker 25th Kathy Nelson Agee
15th Callie Spilman 27th Freda Smith
16th Renea Bowling 28th John D. Ketchum 
 29th Nancy DeSmidt

Wedding Anniversaries

 2nd Mike & Rhea Dawn Buckley 
 4th Randy & Lisa Klinger
      Tom & Christabelle Montgomery
 5th Bill & Pauline Evans
25th Rick & Susan Cameron              

       
***Please check each month’s birthday and anniversary lists for additions
     or corrections.  Thank you.


